
Sacred Heart Board of Academic and Religious Education 

Meeting Minutes 

December 20, 2016 

Present: 

 

 

 

Guests: 

Tara Nelson, Amy Friedrich, Tom Rotherham, Chris Kinnison, Ann Warren, Stephanie 

Comito, Jay Smith, Adrianne Branstad, Fr. Chris Hartshorn, Jane Kinney, Mary Jo 

Kever, John Mathis 

  

Maureen Dempsey, Ryan Van Veen, Dan Nieland 

 

Next meeting: January 17, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. Sacred Heart Parish Conference Room 

  

I. Opening Prayer and Introduction of Guests 

Tara called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Tara welcomed the members and the guests.    

II. Visitor Comments and Reports 

 Maureen Dempsey – Reading Resource Teacher – Maureen currently works with 48 students who need 

help with specific skill work. She also works with students on comprehension. She’s happy to report that 

five of her fifth grade students now have proficient scores on their Iowa Tests of Basic Skills tests! Maureen 

also told the Board about how she helped with the 8
th
 grade Service Trip. She said it was wonderful to see 

the kids in action leading projects at House of Mercy and Urban Dreams.  

 Ryan Van Veen – Middle School Language and Reading – In 6
th
 grade Language, Ryan told us that the 

new reading series is providing lots of opportunities. The students are able to write about the books they 

are reading in Mr. Nieland’s class. In 7
th
 grade, the books are only at school. They use the books and 

assignments online. Ryan is co-teaching with Cari Higgins. Ryan said the books they are reading in 7
th
 

grade this year are The Giver, The Outsiders, and Soul Surfer. Ryan also said that they use the 

Chromebook carts and they have been a great addition. He said that they are always available. 

 Dan Nieland – Middle School Religion and Reading – Dan said that the kids are putting the Chromebooks 

to good use.  The 7
th
 graders are working on canonization of saints and social justice. The students can 

also go on kahoot.com and make a test. They login to compete against each other. In 6
th
 grade, they are 

learning about the Ten Commandments. The 6
th
 graders are also doing a special project about Liturgical 

ministers as extraordinary ‘superheroes’. In Reading, they are using the Pearson Literature books and the 

digital copy is helpful. They are reading Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH and a new story about a hero 

who can invent things. 

III. Home and School Report  

The new leadership transition is going well. Tara and Amy have been attending Home and School meetings.  

IV. Approval of Agenda and November Minutes 

Amy moved to approve the minutes. Stephanie seconded the approval of the November minutes. Motion passed.  

V. Executive Report  

Tara told the board that former board member Scott Miller moved to St. Louis. The executive committee is moving 

forward to find a replacement for Scott’s position.   

 

VI. Administration Report 

Jane told the committee about the School Christmas event on Wednesday, December 21
st
. As a Christmas gift, 

Jane also gave each student an out of uniform pass. The preschool had three programs and all were very well 

attended. The school received $16,000 from the Pillars group, which was used for new chairs in the gym, security 

updates, a 3D printer for MakerSpace, and a new preschool sink. Enrollment numbers look good for the 2017-2018 



school year. There are 24 children interested in TK for next year. Of those, about 14 families are already SHS 

families. There is also a new student in the TK class this year and twins starting in January, so three new TK 

students in January 2017. Jane said there is also a new student in the 4
th
 grade and no families have said they 

would be leaving. There will be meetings in January and February for the TK and preschool families. This year, the 

school will be offering free child care during the meetings to help any families with small children. Mary Jo handed 

out a questionnaire about the new mission/vision statement for board members to complete. The state of Iowa 

might be addressing Education Savings Accounts (ESA) in the legislature this year. The proposal might allow for 

$6,500/child or some money for nonpublic student to use toward tuition. Jane also explained the lock down drill 

held recently at school to help teachers and children understand how to be preparedness. The school uses 

sensitive language with the kids and the kids were never scared. The police recommend that during a lock down 

that you tell everyone everything you know, so anyone on the school grounds is aware of what is happening. We 

currently do not have instant communication with the preschool building. It is a separate building and we do have 

walking-talkies directly to the teachers.  

 

VII. Committee Report 

Tabled until the January meeting. 

 

VIII.  New Business  

A. Mission/Vision exercise 

B. Finance Council meeting update (Chris) – Chris has recommended that Nancy in the Sacred Heart 

Parish office start to oversee budgeting for the school. There are five entities in the Parish that are 

managed by Nancy: the church, the school, the lunchroom, Sacred Heart Plus, Sacred Heart 

Preschool. She currently does budgeting for all of them except the school. It has been an issue of 

timing because the tuition needs to be set, but the Finance Council meets on a later date. Chris has 

been working with Nancy and the administration to allow the Board of Ed to still set the tuition rate in 

December and January, while have all of the budgeting under Nancy’s direction. There are good 

reports for the 2017/2018 classes, but we have several younger grades that have smaller class sizes, 

so enrollment will be down. The budget was discussed. Updates to follow. 

C. Catholic Schools Week – CSW is coming up the week of January 29
th
. Board members are welcome to 

attend events, especially including the School Open House on Tuesday, January 31
st
.  

IX. Old Business  

A. New Board Members – Tabled until January meeting. 

X. Adjournment 

 

Chris motioned we adjourn the meeting. Tom seconded. Meeting adjourned around 7:52 p.m.  

 

 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, Januar 17, 2016 in the Sacred Heart Parish Conference Room.  

 

There is no Pastoral Council meeting in December. Ann Warren will attend the Pastoral Council meeting on 

January 10
th

. 


