
Sacred Heart Board of Academic and Religious Education 

Meeting Minutes 

December 18, 2017 

Present: 

 

 

 

Guests: 

Amy Friedrich, Heather Strang, Jill Kinnison, Ann Warren, Jay Smith, Tom 

Rotherham, John Klein, Jeff Winslow, Adrianne Branstad, Julie Hudson, Leenie 

Rodriguez, Jane Kinney, Scott Ehlinger 

  

Maureen Dempsey, Ryan Van Veen, Dan Nieland 

 

Next meeting: Tuesday, January 16th at 6:30 p.m. Sacred Heart Parish Conference Room 

  

I. Opening Prayer and Introduction of Guests 

Amy called meeting to order at 6:35 pm.  Amy welcomed members and guests and lead the prayer.   

II. Visitor Comments and Reports 

 Maureen Dempsey – Reading – Many students made it to the proficient level of the Iowa 

Assessments test. They have been working on decoding and phonic skills to become proficient. 

They work with the Countdown and Blast programs. They will be testing in the spring.  

 Ryan Van Veen – Middle School English and Reading – He works with 6
th
 grade English classes 

separate times through the day. With 7
th
 grade, he works with both English and Reading for a 90 

minute block, which works well. In 6
th
 grade, they worked on a fictional narrative about the 

meaning of Christmas where the students could rewrite the Nativity story from a different 

perspective. The 7
th
 graders are working with the Pearson program, which is great. The kids 

worked with conflict writing a story about a competition. They will also read The Giver and The 

Outsiders. 

 Dan Nieland – 6
th
 grade Reading and Religion, 7

th
 grade Religion – In 6

th
 grade reading, the 

students are learning so much information from the Pearson novel series. They are reading Mrs. 

Frisbee and the Rats of Nymph. The students are learning new words and growing their 

vocabulary. In 7
th
 grade Religion class, the students have read the Narnia book, which combines 

Religion with Reading. They will be starting a section on the saints and miracles. They are also 

learning about the 10 commandments and will be making commandment commercials. He also 

said that he makes an effort to connect the students to prayer and scripture every day. 

III. Home and School Report 

Leenie told the group that Home and School approved funding for dyslexia materials and training. 

Funding was also approved for a security camera for the Scrip closet. She also said that the school 

administration requested money for the school security cameras. She said that other security issues were 

discussed at the Home and School meeting including bullet proof glass at the front door and locking the 

second set of doors. The school is working with Homeland Security and the West Des Moines Police to 

make sure we are doing everything possible to keep the students safe. Leenie also told the board that 

they have new Enrichment chairs. BJ McLaughlin and Carol Spahn will help organize activities for all K-8 

students to attend events at the Civic Center or other theaters every year. The final auction numbers are 

not in but the estimate is that it raised around $74,000 net.  

IV. Approval of Agenda and November Minutes 

Tom moved made a motion to approve November minutes. Jay seconded. Minutes approved. 



V. Administration Report 

Jane told the Board that she is working on a new K-5 reading program. The current program is ten years 

old. The new program, called Journeys, helps especially with guided reading groups. She has been 

talking with several other diocesan schools use this program. She is also looking into updating the Social 

Studies programs. The State of Iowa may not use the Iowa Assessment tests for the next school year. 

They are currently looking into other programs as an alternative for student testing. Jane also said that 

the preschool numbers are looking full for the upcoming school year. She said that the preschool has 

about 75% students from West Des Moines, which is similar to Sacred Heart School. Because of the state 

rules with the preschool, if you are outside of West Des Moines and do not have siblings in the current 

school, there is no guarantee for placement.  

VI. New Business  

Amy told the board that Jay, Ann, Heather, and Amy met to review the Board’s constitution and by-laws. 

Jay told the group that there will likely be only minor changes to the constitution, but we’ll likely have more 

changes to the by-laws. We will hold a special meeting to make changes to the Board’s constitution on 

February 20
th
 following the regular meeting. We also must give notice to the Board of Education and the 

Sacred Heart Parish before this meeting.  

 

Jill gave a financial report. She said that all entities look good. She said that band fees are caught up and 

expenses are coming in below budget. She said that we have new holiday pay for associate teachers.  

 

VII. Old Business  

Amy told the board that we will begin reviewing board policies in January. Also, a Sacred Heart parent 

has expressed interest in helping with the Building and Grounds committee.  

VIII.  Adjournment 

Jay Smith motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:21 pm.  Jill Kinnison seconded.  Meeting was adjourned. 

 

Next meeting: Tuesday, January 16th at 6:30 pm in Sacred Heart Parish Center Conference Room.   


